LETHALITY and RISK ASSESSMENT

It is very difficult to say whether a man who is abusive will escalate enough to kill. The same risk factors may
be present in many men, some of whom who will never be violent again. The victim is the best judge of whether a
batterer will kill. While the following information will not predict lethality, it has been drawn from victims’ programs,
batterer intervention services, and research in the field of domestic violence, and can be used to identify men who may
use violence or abusive tactics to control his partner, especially if he has been violent in the past.
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* Inspired by material from Women's Center & Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh
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